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A Letter from More Than 500 Scientists Urging the President 

to Fully Support the 2001 Roadless Area Conservation Rule 
 

 

 
 

 

 

December 14, 2009 

 

President Barack Obama 

The White House  

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 

Washington, D.C. 20500  

 

Dear Mr. President:  

 

 As scientists working in natural resource-related disciplines, we commend your 

commitment to uphold and enforce the 2001 Roadless Area Conservation Rule as the best policy 

to protect the nation’s 58.5 million acres of undeveloped national forests.  Now, as your 

administration deliberates next steps to preserve roadless areas, we would like to stress the 

scientific importance of this landmark environmental policy and our concern about attempts to 

undermine its protections on the Tongass National Forest in Alaska and national forests in Idaho 

and Colorado.  

 

 Since its promulgation, we have been, and continue to be, supportive of the 2001 

Roadless Rule, because it applies a consistent and scientifically based national standard that 

appropriately safeguards the numerous ecological benefits that roadless areas provide to the 

nation’s citizens, fish and wildlife, while also supplying clean drinking water to millions of 

Americans1. Ongoing development in concert with human-caused disruptions to the earth’s 

climate now makes the application of a national roadless area policy even more urgent. 

 

  The 2001 Roadless Area Conservation Rule aptly noted the importance of roadless areas 

for watershed and ecosystem health.  For example, over half of the nation’s roadless areas supply 

water to downstream facilities that treat and distribute drinking water to the public1.  There is 

strong scientific evidence that roadless areas provide high-quality habitat for threatened species, 

contain important concentrations of old-growth forests and aquatic strongholds, and, in the 
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absence of roads and other disturbances, provide a buffer against invasive species2. Because over 

half the nation’s roadless areas are at elevations above 7,000 feet1, they are vital for wildlife 

seeking cool, moist conditions in the face of a warming climate.  In contrast, the presence and 

human use of roads have been linked to increased wildlife mortality, fragmentation of habitat, 

changes in the physical and chemical environment, diminished water quality, introduction of 

invasive species, wildfire ignitions, and increases in landslide susceptibility3. Such ecological 

effects are estimated to impact nearly one-quarter of all surface areas in the conterminous United 

States4.  The few remaining roadless areas, which represent only two percent of the nation’s total 

land area, take on even greater significance when viewed in this manner.   

  

 We believe the roadless area benefits described herein are best maintained by applying 

the 2001 Roadless Rule consistently across the nation, as it was originally intended.  In fact, one 

of the primary reasons for invoking the 2001 Roadless Rule was that individual national forest 

plans, coupled with various regulations and other outside factors, were allowing the continued 

erosion of roadless areas absent a national standard5. The 2001 Roadless Rule imparted Forest 

Service officials with the responsibility of considering national interests in the management of 

the National Forest System, and specifically, inventoried roadless areas6.  Reverting to state level 

exemptions and policies would undermine this important national direction, contributing to the 

further loss of these national forest system lands and their important ecological functions.   

 

 Perhaps there is no better example of the scientific justification for full restoration of the 

2001 Roadless Area Conservation Rule than the Tongass National Forest in Alaska. When the 

2001 Roadless Rule was being developed, many scientists from across the country noted that to 

best conserve its wildlife and other ecological values the Tongass should be included in any 

measure to protect national forest roadless areas7
. Because of a temporary exemption 

promulgated in 2003, the Tongass is the only national forest on the Pacific Coast unprotected by 

the 2001 Rule.  This is unfortunate, as it holds approximately 30% of the planet’s largest 

remaining coastal temperate rainforests.  It also represents one of North America’s largest carbon 

sinks and most biologically productive ecosystems8.  The Tongass exemption left more than two 
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million acres of roadless areas – including many old-growth forests – open to development, 

placing at risk high-quality habitat for many valued wildlife species as well as contributing to the 

release of dangerous greenhouse gas pollutants from logging activities.   

 

 We are also concerned about efforts by two other states, where rule changes have 

weakened the 2001 rule (Idaho) or are proposed to bypass many important protections of the 

2001 roadless rule (Colorado).  Idaho contains the largest intact national forest ecosystem in the 

lower 48 states, and a new state roadless policy was developed by the previous administration 

that would place many national forest acres at risk.  This includes opening up more than 5,700 

acres of roadless areas in the Caribou Targhee National Forest to phosphate mining, which poses 

a significant risk to terrestrial and aquatic species and water quality9, while also being potentially 

risky to human health and safety. In Colorado, which contains over 4 million acres of inventoried 

roadless areas, proposed exemptions in their draft rule would impact at least 246,000 acres10
 of 

inventoried roadless areas by removing them from the national inventory or degrading them by 

eliminating many restrictions on logging and road building.  This would allow approximately 

100 oil and gas leases in prime hunting and fishing areas, additional coal mining and exploration, 

expansion of ski areas, and many other provisions that could have long-term negative 

consequences to these vital landscapes. Fossil fuel development in these areas also contributes to 

the build up of greenhouse gas pollutants. 

 

 In closing, we thank you for your pledge to restore scientific integrity to policy 

development and specifically to decisions impacting the environment – including the 

conservation of our public lands.  As scientists, we believe that the 2001 Roadless Rule remains 

the most scientifically credible approach for managing and protecting our last undeveloped 

national forests, and we urge your continued support for it. 

 

Thank you for considering our views on this matter of vital importance to America’s 

ecological health.  Please do not hesitate to contact us for further information or input.    

 

Sincerely, * 

 

John Alcock, Ph.D.     Robert Allen, M.S. 

Emeritus Professor of Biology   Professor of Biology 

Arizona State University    Irvine Valley College 

Tempe, Arizona     Mission Viejo, California 

 

Douglas G. Alexander, Ph.D.    Daniel W. Anderson, Ph.D. 

Emeritus Professor of Biology   Professor Emeritus of Wildlife Biology 

California State University, Chico   Arizona State University 

Chico, California     Phoenix, Arizona 

                                                 
9
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Daniel W. Anderson, Ph.D.. 

Professor Emeritus of Wildlife Biology 

University of California 

Davis, California 

 

Kayce Anderson, Ph.D. 

Adjunct Professor 

Colorado Mountain College 

Glenwood Springs, Colorado 

 

Steven C. Anderson, Ph.D. 

Professor of Biology, Emeritus 

University of the Pacific 

Stockton, California 

 

Robert A. Angus, Ph.D. 

Professor of Biology 

University of Alabama, Birmingham 

Birmingham, Alabama 

 

Robert Anthony, Ph.D. 

Professor of Wildllife Ecology 

Oregon State University 

Corvallis, Oregon 

 

Kenneth J. Arrow, Ph.D. 

Professor of Economics Emeritus 

Stanford University 

Palo Alto, California 

 

Michael Ashley, Ph.D. 

Geneticist 

USDA Agricultural Research Service 

Reno, Nevada 

 

Erik Asphaug, Ph.D. 

Professor of Earth and Planetary Science 

University of California, Santa Cruz 

Santa Cruz, California 

 

Roger Atkinson, Ph.D. 

Professor of Environmental Sciences 

University of California, Riverside 

Riverside, California 

 

Jonathan Aurnou, Ph.D. 

Professor of Geophysics 

UCLA, Earth & Space Sciences 

Los Angeles, California 

 

Peter J. Auster, Ph.D. 

University of Connecticut 

Groton, Connecticut 

 

 

 

C. Donovan  Bailey, Ph.D. 

Professor of Biology 

New Mexico State University 

Las Cruces, New Mexico 

 

Richard G. Baker, Ph.D. 

Professor Emeritus 

American Quaternary Association 

Atalissa, Iowa 

 

William L. Baker, Ph.D. 

Professor of Ecology and Geography 

University of Wyoming 

Laramie, Wyoming 

 

Bruce G. Baldwin, Ph.D. 

W. L. Jepson Professor and Curator 

University of California, Berkeley 

Berkeley, California 

 

Marcy J. Balunas, Ph.D. 

Postdoctoral Fellow 

Scripps Institution of Oceanography 

La Jolla, California 

 

Katherine Bannar-Martin, M.Sc. 

University of Texas at Austin 

Austin, Texas 

 

Michael J. Baranski, Ph.D. 

Professor of Biology and Environmental Science 

Catawba College 

Salisbury, North Carolina 

 

Mark A. Barath, M.S. 

Environmental Scientist 

U.S. EPA 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

 

Jesse R. Barber, Ph.D. 

Colorado State University 

Fort Collins, Colorado 

 

Shannon Barber-Meyer, Ph.D. 

Tiger Conservationist 

Riverdale, Maryland 

 

Linda Sue Barnes, Ph.D. 

Professor Emeritus 

Wade, North Carolina 

 

John Gary Bartlett, Ph.D. 

Assistant Professor of Biology 

Campbell University 

Buies Creek, North Carolina 
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Andrew Barton, Ph.D. 

Professor of Biology 

University of Maine at Farmington 

Farmington, Maine 

 

Carol Baskauf, Ph.D. 

Clarksville, Tennessee 

 

Robert Baum, Ph.D. 

Professor of Biology 

Florida Southern College 

Lakeland, Florida 

 

Jeffrey C. Beane 

Collections Manager, Herpetology 

North Carolina State Museum 

Raleigh, North Carolina 

 

Constance Dustin Becker, Ph.D. 

Co-Director 

Life Net Nature 

Makawao, Hawaii 

 

Erik Beever, Ph.D. 

Community Ecologist 

Anchorage, Alaska 

 

Paul Beier, Ph.D. 

Professor of Conservation Biology 

President-Elect, Society for Conservation Biology 

Flagstaff, Arizona 

 

Steven R. Beissinger, Ph.D. 

Leopold Chair in Wildlife Biology 

University of California at Berkeley 

Berkeley, California 

 

Craig W. Benkman, Ph.D. 

Professor of Zoology 

University of Wyoming 

Laramie, Wyoming 

 

David Benzing, Ph.D. 

Professor of Biology 

Oberlin College 

Oberlin, Ohio 

 

David J. Berg, Ph.D. 

Professor of Zoology 

Miami University 

Hamilton, Ohio 

 

Robert L. Beschta, Ph.D. 

Professor Emeritus 

Oregon State University 

Corvallis, Oregon 

Scott Hoffman Black 

Executive Director 

Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation 

Portland, Oregon 

 

Harvey Blankespoor, Ph.D. 

Professor Emeritus of Biology 

Hope College and University of Michigan 

Holland, Michigan 

 

James R. Blauth, Ph.D. 

Professor and Chair of Biology 

University of Redlands 

Redlands, California 

 

Jane H. Bock, Ph.D. 

Professor Emerita of Biology 

University of Colorado 

Boulder, Colorado 

 

Katherine Bode, M.A. 

Plant Ecologist 

ICF Jones & Stokes 

Santa Cruz, California 

 

Brian E. Bodenbender, Ph.D. 

Assoc. Prof. of Geology and Environmental Science 

Hope College 

Holland, Michigan 

 

Bazartseren Boldgiv, Ph.D. 

National University of Mongolia 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

 

Jim Boone, Ph.D. 

Senior Scientist 

Desert Wildlife Consultants, LLC 

Las Vegas, Nevada 

 

Arthur J. Boucot, Ph.D. 

Professor of Zoology & Geology 

Oregon State University 

Corvallis, Oregon 

 

John L. Bowman, Ph.D. 

University of California, Davis 

Davis, California 

 

Richard Bradley, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor, EEO Biology 

Ohio State University 

Marion, Ohio 
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Elizabeth Braker, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor of Biology 

Occidental College 

Los Angeles, California 

 

Solange Brault, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor 

University of Massachusetts, Boston 

Boston, Massachusetts 

 

Holger Brix, Ph.D. 

University of California, Los Angeles 

Los Angeles, California 

 

Jon Brodziak, Ph.D. 

Fisheries Scientist 

National Marine Fisheries Service 

Honolulu, Hawaii 

 

William R. Bromer, Ph.D. 

Professor of Biology & Environmental Science 

University of St. Francis 

Joliet, Illinois 

 

Peter F. Brussard, Ph.D. 

Professor Emeritus 

University of Nevada, Reno 

Reno, Nevada 

 

Thomas N. Buckley, Ph.D. 

Assistant Professor of Biology 

Sonoma State University 

Rohnert Park, California 

 

Jeffery Burkhart, Ph.D. 

Fletcher Jones Professor of Biology 

University of La Verne 

La Verne, California 

 

Nancy Burley, Ph.D. 

Professor of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology 

University of California, Irvine 

Irvine, California 

 

Laurie Burnham, Ph.D. 

Dartmouth College 

Hanover, New Hampshire 

 

Eric Burr, M.F. 

National Park Ranger (ret.) 

Wildlife Society 

Mazama, Washington 

 

 

 

 

Danielle Busch, Ph.D. 

Postdoctoral Fellow 

NOAA 

Seattle, Washington 

 

Luke K. Butler, Ph.D. 

American Ornithologists' Union 

Ewing, New Jersey 

 

David Byman, Ph.D. 

Assistant Professor of Biology 

Penn State University 

Dunmore, Pennsylvania 

 

Tom J. Cade, Ph.D. 

Professor Emeritus of Zoology 

Cornell University 

Boise, Idaho 

 

Alan B. Cady, Ph.D. 

Professor of Zoology 

Miami University 

Middletown, Ohio 

 

Philip Cafaro, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor of Philosophy 

Colorado State University 

Fort Collins, Colorado 

 

John Cairns, Jr., Ph.D. 

University Distinguished Professor 

Blacksburg, Virginia 

 

John R. Cannon, Ph.D. 

Conservation Biologist 

University of Maryland 

Front Royal, Virginia 

 

Philip Cantino, Ph.D. 

Professor 

Ohio University 

Athens, Ohio 

 

Ken Carloni, Ph.D. 

Professor of Biology 

Umpqua Community College 

Roseburg, Oregon 

 

Steven A Carlson, Ph.D. 

Professor Emeritus 

Humboldt State University 

Arcata, California 
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Gary Carnefix, M.Sc. 

Aquatic Ecologist 

Carnefix Ecological Consulting 

Missoula, Montana 

 

Carlos Carroll, Ph.D. 

Ecologist 

Klamath Center for Conservation Research 

Orleans, California 

 

C. Ronald Carroll, Ph.D. 

Prof. of Ecology; Director, River Basin Center 

Univeristy of Georgia 

Athens, Georgia 

 

Bob Carson, Ph.D. 

Professor Emeritus 

Lehigh University 

Coopersburg, Pennsylvania 

 

Walter P. Carson, Ph.D. 

Professor of Ecology 

University of Pittsburgh 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

 

F. Stuart Chapin, III 

Professor 

University of Alaska, Fairbanks 

Fairbanks, Alaska 

 

Barclay Charles, M.S. 

Environmental Scientist 

Oregon State University 

Vancouver, Washington 

 

Donald F. Charles, Ph.D. 

Ruth Patrick Chair in Environmental Science 

Academy of Natural Sciences 

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

 

Gabriela Chavarria, Ph.D. 

Director of Science 

Natural Resources Defense Council 

Washington, DC 

 

Catherine D. Clark, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor, Environmental Chemistry 

Chapman University 

Orange, California 

 

Raymond Clarke, Ph.D. 

Professor of Biology 

Sarah Lawrence College 

Bronxville, New York 

 

 

Malcolm Cleaveland, Ph.D. 

Professor Emeritus of Geosciences 

University of Arkansas 

Fayetteville, Arkansas 

 

Michael Cohen, Ph.D. 

Professor of Biology 

Sonoma State University 

Rohnert Park, California 

 

Robert K. Colwell, Ph.D. 

Board of Trustees Distinguished Professor 

University of Connecticut 

Storrs, Connecticut 

 

Mindy Conyers 

Professor of Environmental Geography 

University of Central Arkansas 

Conway, Arkansas 

 

Joseph A. Cook, Ph.D. 

Professor of Biology 

University of New Mexico 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

 

Paul Corogin, M.S. 

University of Florida 

Gainesville, Florida 

 

Frank Lance Craighead, Ph.D. 

Director 

Craighead Environmental Research Institute 

Bozeman, Montana 

 

Kevin Crooks, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor of Wildlife Conservation 

Colorado State University 

Fort Collins, Colorado 

 

Bradley Cullen, Ph.D. 

Professor of Geography 

University of New Mexico 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

 

Jim Cummings 

Executive Director 

Acoustic Ecology Institute 

Santa Fe, New Mexico 

 

Michael A. Cunningham, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor of EEO Biology 

Ohio State University 

Lima, Ohio 
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Robert L. Curry, Ph.D. 

Professor of Biology 

Villanova University 

Villanova, Pennsylvania 

 

Nancy J. Curtis, M.S. 

Laboratory Instructor 

Bowdoin College 

Brunswick, Maine 

 

Satish Davgun, Ph.D. 

Professor and Chair, Geography 

Bemidji State University 

Bemidji, Minnesota 

 

Ana Davidson, Ph.D. 

NSF International Research Fellow 

University of New Mexico 

Albuquerque, New Mexico 

 

Luise K. Davis, Ph.D. 

Certified Wetlands Scientist 

Retired 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

 

Paul K. Dayton, Ph.D. 

Professor of Marine Ecology 

Scripps Institution of Oceanography 

La Jolla, California 

 

Kevin de Queiroz, Ph.D. 

Research Zoologist 

Washington, DC 

 

Catherine de Rivera, Ph.D. 

Assistant Professor of Environmental Science 

Portland State University 

Portland, Oregon 

 

Amrita G. de Soyza, Ph.D. 

Senior Ecologist 

NE&D Environmental LLC 

Las Vegas, Nevada 

 

James E. Deacon, Ph.D. 

Distinguished Emeritus Professor 

University of Nevada, Las Vegas 

Henderson, Nevada 

 

Linda Deegan, Ph.D. 

Senior Scientist 

Ecosystems Center, MBL 

Woods Hole, Massachusetts 

 

 

 

Dominick A. DellaSala, Ph.D. 

Chief Scientist and President 

National Center for Conservation Science & Policy 

Ashland, Oregon 

 

Amy L. Denton, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor and Chair of Biology 

California State University, Channel Islands 

Camarillo, California 

 

David F. DeSante, Ph.D. 

Institute for Bird Populations 

Point Reyes Station, California 

 

Georgina DeWeese, Ph.D. 

Professor of Geosciences 

University of West Georgia 

Carrollton, Georgia 

 

Marian Diamond, Ph.D. 

Professor of Neuroscience and Anatomy 

University of California, Berkeley 

Berkeley, California 

 

Kim Diver, Ph.D. 

Visiting Scientist 

Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute 

Washington, DC 

 

Alex Doetsch, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor of Biology 

College of Southern Idaho 

Twin Falls, Idaho 

 

Jim W. Dole, Ph.D. 

Professor Emeritus of Biology 

California State University, Northridge 

Northridge, California 

 

Dana E. Dolsen, M.S. 

Utah Division of Wildlife Resources 

Salt Lake City, Utah 

 

Carmen Domingo, Ph.D. 

Professor of Biology 

San Francisco State University 

San Francisco, California 

 

Ronald I. Dorn, Ph.D. 

Professor of Geographical Sciences 

Arizona State University 

Tempe, Arizona 
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Craig C. Downer, M.S. 

Wildlife Ecologist 

Andean Tapir Fund 

Minden, Nevada 

 

Ken Driese, Ph.D. 

University of Wyoming 

Laramie, Wyoming 

 

Amy Dunham, Ph.D. 

Asst. Professor of Ecology & Evolutionary Biology 

Rice University 

Houston, Texas 

 

Andrew Dyer, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor of Biology 

University of South Carolina, Aiken 

Aiken, South Carolina 

 

James Dyer, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor 

Ohio University 

Athens, Ohio 

 

Greg Eaton, Ph.D. 

Professor, Director 

Lynchburg College 

Lynchburg, Virginia 

 

William Edelglass, Ph.D. 

Professor of Philosophy 

Marlboro College 

Marlboro, Vermont 

 

Michelle M. Elekonich, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor of Life Sciences 

University of Nevada, Las Vegas 

Las Vegas, Nevada 

 

Norman C. Ellstrand, Ph.D. 

Professor of Genetics 

University of California 

Riverside, California 

 

Gary N. Ervin, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor of Biological Sciences 

Mississippi State University 

Mississippi State, Mississippi 

 

W. Hardy Eshbaugh, Ph.D. 

Miami University 

Oxford, Ohio 

 

 

 

 

Suzanne Estes, Ph.D. 

Professor of Biology 

Portland State University 

Portland, Oregon 

 

Jonathan Evans, Ph.D. 

Professor of Biology 

University of the South 

Sewanee, Tennessee 

 

John Faaborg, Ph.D. 

Professor of Biological Sciences 

University of Missouri 

Columbia, Missouri 

 

Frank L. Farmer, Ph.D. 

Professor of Rural Sociology 

University of Arkansas 

Fayetteville, Arkansas 

 

Kurt D. Fausch, Ph.D. 

Professor of Aquatic Conservation Biology 

Colorado State University 

Fort Collins, Colorado 

 

Chris Feldman, Ph.D. 

Research Professor of Biology 

University of Nevada, Reno 

Reno, Nevada 

 

Tracy S. Feldman, Ph.D. 

Assistant Professor of Biology 

University of Wisconsin, Stevens Point 

Stevens Point, Wisconsin 

 

Daniel J. Feller 

Western Region Biologist 

Maryland Department of Natural Resources 

Frostburg, Maryland 

 

Rebe Feraldi, MESM 

Environmental Scientist 

Eastern Research Group 

Prairie Village, Kansas 

 

Maria Fernandez-Medina, Ph.D. 

University of California, Davis 

Davis, California 

 

David H. Firmage, Ph.D. 

Professor of Environmental Studies 

Colby College 

Waterville, Maine 
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Thomas L. Fleischner, Ph.D. 

Professor of Environmental Studies 

Prescott College 

Prescott, Arizona 

 

Beth Forys, Ph.D. 

Professor of Biology & Environmental Science 

Eckerd College 

Saint Petersburg, Florida 

 

Jeffrey Foster, Ph.D. 

Northern Arizona University 
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Adjunct Assistant Professor of Biology 

City University of New York 
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Barbara A. Frase, Ph.D. 

Professor of Biology 

Bradley University 

Peoria, Illinois 

 

Jerry Freilich, Ph.D. 

Research Coordinator 

Olympic National Park 
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Lee E. Frelich, Ph.D. 

University of Minnesota 

St.Paul, Minnesota 

 

Christopher A. Frissell, Ph.D. 

Director of Science and Conservation 

Pacific Rivers Council 

Polson, Montana 

 

Robert R. Fuerstenberg, Ph.D. 

Senior Ecologist 

King County Natural Resources & Parks 

Vashon, Washington 
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McCulloch Crosby Chair of Marine Biology 

University of Southern California 

Los Angeles, California 

 

Stephen W. Fuller, Ph.D. 
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University of Mary Washington 

Fredericksburg, Virginia 

 

Margaret H. Fusari, Ph.D. 

University of California, Santa Cruz (ret.) 

Santa Cruz, California 

Caitlin Gabor, Ph D. 

Associate Professor 

Texas State University 

Austin, Texas 

 

Janet Gehring, Ph.D 

Associate Professor of Biology 

Bradley University 
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Thomas M. Gehring, Ph.D. 

Associate Professor of Biology 

Central Michigan University 

Mount Pleasant, Michigan 
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Research Specialist 

Northern Arizona University 
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University of Florida 

Gainesville, Florida 

 

John A. Gerwin 

Curator of Birds 

North Carolina Museum of Natural Sciences 
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Associate Professor of Biology 
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Wenatchee, Washington 
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Gainesville, Florida 

 

 

 

 



 11 

Michale Glennon, Ph.D. 
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Associate Professor of Geology 
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Associate Professor 
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Professor of Biology 
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Bethesda, Maryland 

 

 

 

Gary D. Grossman 

Professor of Animal Ecology 

University of Georgia 

Athens, Georgia 

 

Daniel S. Gruner, Ph.D. 
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Ralph S. Hames, Ph.D. 
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